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Blue dashed line outlines the .50" (13.00mm) margin.

Header-recommended to be at least .50" (13.00mm) 
from trim edge of page.

Body of Text (including headings and titles) 
recommended to be at least .50" (13.00mm) from 
trim edge of page.

Rules recommended to not go to edge of page. 

Pictures, illustrations, and backgrounds recommend-
ed to not extend past the .5" (13.00mm)margin. 

Footers should be at least .50" (13.00mm) from 
trim edge of page.

RECOMMENDED
All elements adhere to .50" (13.00mm) margin

NOT RECOMMENDED
Elements not adhereing to .50" (13.00mm) margin or bleeding offf page

Click on any item to view a 
detailed explanation why 

Lightning Source® 
recommends certian

criteria for Black & White
interior pages.
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Lightning Source® recommends that all Headers be at least .50" (13.00mm) from the edge of final 
trim size.

Headers are often used to list chapter titles.

The Lightning Source® binding process (when the interior and cover are combined and trimmed) has a 
tolerance (variance) of .0625" (2.00mm). If the Header is outside the recommended area, it could be-
come slightly trimmed, or, in the very least, look out of place, because it is too close to the trimmed edge 
of the bound book.

In an effort to keep your book looking its best, Lightning Source® has determined that a book with a 
Headers at least .50" (13.00mm) from the trim to be the most compliant design to produce a quality, 
professional looking book.

Any book with a Header closer than .50" (13.00mm) to the trim is considered non-compliant and will be 
placed on notification until a compliant file is submitted by the publisher.

1 Header-recommended to be at least .50" (13.00mm) from trim edge of 
page.
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Lightning Source® recommends that all Body Text be at least .50" (13.00mm) from the edge of final trim 
size.

The Lightning Source® binding process (when the interior and cover are combined and trimmed) has 
a tolerance (variance) of .0625" (2.00mm). If the Body Text is outside the recommended area, it could 
become slightly trimmed, or, in the very least, look out of place, because it is too close to the trimmed 
edge of the bound book.

In an effort to keep your book looking its best, Lightning Source® has determined that a book with Body 
Text at least .50" (13.00mm) from the trim to be the most compliant design to produce a quality, profes-
sional looking book.

Any book with Body Text that is closer than .50" (13.00mm) to the trim is considered non-compliant and 
will be placed on notification until a compliant file is submitted by the publisher.

2 Body of Text (including headings and titles) recommended to be at least 
.50” (13.00mm) from trim edge of page.
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Lightning Source® does not guarantee bleed off the edge of any page. 

‘Bleed’ is the term used for any element that you wish to print up to the edge of the page after the book 
is trimmed. 

If the .50” (13.00mm) margin is adhered to, then bleed should not be a factor.

 Why does LSI recommend no bleed?
     Images, illustrations or rules that bleed off the edge of the page create a dark or spotted 
     edge when the book is trimmed.  (see image below)
     Keeping all rules at least .50" (13.00mm) from the trim will guarantee a “clean” edge to your book. 

3 Rules recommended to not go to edge of page. 
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Lightning Source® does not guarantee bleed off the edge of any page. 

‘Bleed’ is the term used for any element that you wish to print up to the edge of the page after the book 
is trimmed. 

If the .50” (13.00mm) margin is adhered to, then bleed should not be a factor.

 Why does LSI recommend no bleed?
     Images, illustrations or rules that bleed off the edge of the page create a dark or spotted 
     edge when the book is trimmed.  (see image below)
     Keeping all images at least .50" (13.00mm) from the trim will guarantee a “clean” edge to your book. 

4 Pictures, illustrations, and backgrounds recommended to not extend 
past the .50" (12.7 mm) margin.
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5 Footers should be at least .50” (13.00mm) from trim edge of page.

Lightning Source® recommends that all Footers be at least .50" (13.00mm) from the edge of final 
trim size.

Footers are often used to list page numbers.

The Lightning Source® binding process (when the interior and cover are combined and trimmed) has a 
tolerance (variance) of .0625" (2.00mm). If the Footer is outside the recommended area, it could 
become slightly trimmed, or, in the very least, look out of place, because it is too close to the trimmed 
edge of the bound book.

In an effort to keep your book looking its best, Lightning Source® has determined that a book with a 
footer at least .50" (13.00mm) from the trim to be the most compliant design to produce a quality, 
professional looking book.

Any book with a Footer closer than .50" (13.00mm) to the trim is considered non-compliant and will be 
placed on notification until a compliant file is submitted by the publisher.
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